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Houſe of Commons 
| ASSEMBLED 


Tn High Courtof PARLIAMENT: 


I The humble Petition of the Lord Major, Aldermen, aud Com- 
mos of the City of London in Common -conncell aſſembled. 


_ Sheweth, : 
Hart your Pctitioners Joc with all rea- 
dinefſe acknowledg the High Court 
ot Parliament to bee the ſupreame 
Power and Judicatory in this King- 
dome, - conſtituted for the defcnce 
2nd contrivement. of the ſafery and 
freedomne of this Nation, vnto whom 
2} other Powers andSocieries of men r ought ro ſubmir, & 
with their utmoſt ability to affiſt and ſupport, in whoſe 
well-being and happy progceſſe, che "peacedbile and flou- 
riſhing 2 condition of this Nation doth Pi incipally cond. 
A. 2 The 


2) 
The contempt and overthrow of whoſe power and autho- 
rity, cannot bur bee the wofull inter to all Tyranny and 
confuſion,the peoples ſlavery,and rhe Lawes ſubverſion, 
eſe Abd. your, Petitioners. doe with. all thankfulneſſe" ac- 
knowledgeand remember the unwearied panes, unceſſimc 
labour, and conſtant indeavours of this preſent Parlia- 
ment in the common cauſe of God and this Kingdome, 
wherein (though your enemies have been many and great, 
their oppoſitions ſtrong, their. counkells deepe, and your 
diſcouragements not a few; ) Yet (through the good 
hand of God upon you) with the united aſſiſtance of our 


Brethren of Sco:{axd) and the well-afteted people of this 

Kingdome, joyned together in z:{olemne League and Co- 
verant, whole lives and treaſure under God became your: 
Bulwark, (among whom this Citie bath been by you 
often acknowledged to bee contributers of an ample 


ſhare) Your enemies have beendilperied, their counſells 
roken, your endeayours crowned with honour, and your 
Armies reſt ſucceſſefull. | 
And though the long defired fruits of peace, of free- 
dome and common Juſtice, the eaſing of the ge bur- 
thens'and reforming of abuſes, have been much obſtruted 
and retarded by the neceffities of a long continned arte, 
the ſad divifions amongſt all orders and focieries of men 
- m the Kingdome;the feares of apparent+dappers andſnd- 
Taine changes to arife thereby; yer when your: Peticio- 
ers looke upon' their exemprion from" mogapohes and 
other illegall impeſiriors, the deliverances they have had 
from the powerand tyranny of the Prelars and their ve- 
xatious Courts, the demohifhing of the High-Commith- 
on, Star-Chamber, and char unparallel'd benefit and free- 
©dome this; Kingdome nov enjoyes in the remoyall 2 the 
: Ge Ourt 
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*"Y 


Court of Wards, whereby the perſons, the poſterities 
and eſtates of the Subjects were ſo much incumbred and 
 inthral'd (all which by many are. ungratefully forgotten 
and caſt out of mind) and which therefore out of dury 
your Petitioners have imboldned' themſelves thus pub- 
liquely to enumerate, they cannor chooſe bur with re- 
newed hopes expe ere long to fee the, Kingdome flon- 
-rith and their troubles ended. 7 = 
And when your Petitioners do conſider how not many 
months agon the whole Kingdom leemed tobe reduced 
_ to the 6bedience of the Paritament , their Brethren of 
Scotland returned home with good content, the City 
repleniſhed againe with Inhabitants, the exchange of 
ane you moneys with-forraigne Nations brought 1atp a good 
n by you  _ eMedinm, Tradein a proſperous condition, the Exciſe 
In 2p and Cuſtomes increafing th:reby, a way of tertlemenr 
counſels agreed upon'by the Park:mcnts of both Nations, and 
16d you 2ll things looking with a face of quietnefſe:and- {weer 
compoſure ; They cannot bur with griefe of he#r. re- 
of free- member the unh:ppy dilagicen ent: berweene rhe Par- 
les bur- liament and Army , and that late dangerdus ingage- 
ited ment, which as it was ſer on foot in or about this - 
Iarre, City, wirhout their knowledge "of conſent”, © {0 they 
Tn — doe wterly difavow and abborre it, Thole many dif- 
conter's and great diſturbances which accompanied- 
the ſame and followed thereupon borh ro Parliament 
and City, Thoſe unparalleld.outrages and affronts com- - 
mitted. by Reformacoes and other tumultuous and 
diſcontented perſons upon both Houſes, and the Ar- 
mics a*vancing- towards this City; The Common- . 
Councecll hurried inco- a Ded:iration and inco divers 
Military preparations intehded by them tor no other 
end. 


-: (4 
cnd but the ſafety of Parlizgmentand Cay, 
Whereupon harh followed the free-quartering of the 
Army about the City, which hath occaſioned the dear- 
neſle of Proviſions, and given opportunity to evill 
minded perſons to {ſoment differences and difcontents 
both in che City-and Army, and hath cauſed fot- 
raigne Nations and others to call Rome and remove 
their ſtockes to parts beyond the. Seas, to the great de- 
cay Of trade in this Citie and KingJome; and-by the 
diſproportion of exchange, this Kiagdome is not oncly 
deprived of forraign Bullyon, but{through the incou- 
rapement taken thereby) have their owne coyn tran{- 
ported away. ro nf. 
That your Petitioners are” deeply {enfible of the great 
diſpleaſure of the Parliament towards this City, mani- 
feſled in the limiting the extent of their Atrlitie, ta- 
king away the gomination of the Perſons intruſted there- 
6: þ and of the Lievrenancy. of the Tower of London, 
the guarding of the Parliament and Tower with Souldi- 
ers cf. the Army, the impriſoning of their Recorder, ſeye- 
.rall Alcermen, and other Members of this City. 


©. Wherefore your Petitioners humbly pray , That the 
__ ,..... Honor, Power and Privikedges of Parliament 
may by your Wiſdome and Juſtice be 1nviolably 
..preterved 5 Thar the, Army may be ſoprovided 
4or., that they-, may be: enabled to_ remove their 
-9uarters .to a farther diſtance from the City, 
whereby theprice of Provifzons may be abated, 
_ and Trade encouraged; That Free-quarzer may 
be prevented, andftppernumerary Forces disban- 
dd; That a more vigorous, courſe may beeta- 
| ken 


(5: 
kenin ſerling of the Place and Goyernment of 
the Kinedome ſo long defired ; That the Cove- 
nant may be duly obſerved; That all wel-affeed 
Perſons thar have adhered to the Parliament may 
be effectually protefed and defended; That 
the Recorder, Aldermen,and other Citizens now 
impriſoned ( fo as it may ſtand with the Hono: 
and Wiſdbme of Parliament) may be cnlarged , 
which your Petitioners ſhall eſteem a great fayor 
| to this City: And that all the late unhappy . 
proceedings as uato this City and Members 
thereof may be forgottenand obliterated ; Thar 
- your Petitioners. may enjoy the ſplendor of your 
former fayors. and be thereby enabled to be the 
more ſerviceable to the preſervation of the Par- 
lizment and City, and re-uniting of al/thar are 
wel-affected thereunto : Which ts their moſt 
carneſt and hearty defire, 


And your Petitioners fhail pray, Oc, 
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Die Mercurii, 1. Decembr'. 1647. 


_ yHE EL Lords have commanded 
TA me toler you know that they 
Ya! [egereturn you Thanks for the 

2 WJ acknowledgments you now 
make for the benefits" recei+- 
ved by this Parliament; and for the care 
of the Honorand Priviledges of Parlia= 
ment, as the {upreme Court and jJudica- 
tory of this Kingdome : Together with 
thoſe good aftettions which are very 
largely and ſeaſonably expreſled by 
_ this your Petition. 

They deſire you to bee aſſured, that 
they {will improve their utmoſt cndeas 
vors for the caſing of the burdens that 
lie upon the Kingdome,, for the procu= 
ring of a juſtand ſafe Peace; neither wil 
they omit any meanes that,may reſtore 
again the City of Loadonuntoa flouri- 

B thing 


er: 


C 8) 

* hing and happy condition 1n reſpedt of 
Trade, as a return for thoſe oreat and 
faithful {ervices that they have done 
to the Parliament and Kingdom. 

As to the other particulars in the 
Petition which relate to the Power of 
this Houſe, they ſhall cake them into 
their conſideration , and doe therein 


what ſhall bee according to Honor and 
Jeu. OE =: 


Job ("OR Cler, Parliamentorwn. 
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Die Mercury 1. Decembr.1647. 


CATE He Houſe being informed that the 

2TH voerifle and divers Aldermen, and 
Ly me Z7 Common-Councell men yyere at the 
 W@ZAR@Z doore defiring to preferre a Petition 
ro the Houſe ; They were called in, and- Sheriffe 
Bide acquainted the Houſe that they were com- 
manded by the Lord Major, Aldermen,and Com- 
mons in Common-Councell aflembled to 'pre- 
terre a Petition from them to this Houſe; rhe 

Wag the Peritioners. being ..withdrayyte was 
read, ; 


Reſolved, Ove. | 
I Ha this ſhall bee the ſubſtance of the anſwer 
to the Citizens, Y'S, 
| To give them thankes for the expreſſion of 
their good affections to the Parliament, that as 
to the defires in their Petition, in ſome of them 
order hath been taken already, ſome are under 
confideration, as that concerning tree quarter, 
and other; and as to. their laſt deſire touching 
ſome members of the Citic that lye under rc- © 
a ſtramt, 


{traint, the houſe will ſpeedily doe therein what 
may conſiſt with the juſtice and honor of this 
Houle. 


The Citizens were againe called in, and Mr, 
Speaker by the command: of the Houſe gave 
them the ſubſtanceof the aforeſaid anſiyer. 


Hen, Ellynge Cler. Parl.D. Com, 


